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We	are	honoured	to	present	Colour/Light/Movement,	a	stunning	collection	of	new	large-scale	

paintings	by	the	acclaimed	artist	Ptolemy	Mann,	from	March	26	to	May	17,	2024.	

		

This	 is	 an	 exciting	 year	 for	 the	 artist,	whose	 work	 is	 the	 subject	 of	 three	 upcoming	 solo	

exhibitions	and	a	monograph	launch	at	Tate	Modern,	where	one	of	her	major	works	resides.			

	

Ptolemy's	 paintings	are	 rollercoasters	 of	pulsating	 colours	 and	 syncopated	 rhythms,	 executed	

with	 lavish	expressions	of	 line	and	gesture.		They	are,	 she	 says,	 the	culmination	of	a	'twenty-

five-year	period	of	gestation	and	thinking	about	painting	that	has	finally	emerged'.		

		

Ptolemy	 started	 as	 a	 weaver	 and	 quickly	 became	 known	 for	 her	 distinctive	 and	 intuitive	

application	of	colour	harmonics.		In	recent	years,	she	has	broadened	her	stroke,	brushing	great	

swathes	of	paint	directly	onto	her	woven	works.		The	marriage	of	these	two	mediums	-	weave	

and	 paint	 -	 is	 unique	 and	 one	described	 by	 Ann	Coxon,	 Curator,	 Tate	Modern,	 as	 possessing	

‘seductive	beauty	and	materiality'.	(‘Thread	Painting’,	Hurtwood	Books.)	
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Ptolemy	 also	paints	 on	the	somewhat	 less	 precious	mediums	 of	 canvas	 and	 paper,	 as	 can	 be	

seen	in	this	exhibition.	As	with	the	woven	works,	her	paintings	present	an	‘explosion	of	colour	

and	gesture’	as	 their	main	act,	 supported	by	rhythmic	patterns	harking	back	 to	 the	 loom:	‘The	

crossing	 of	 vertical	 and	 horizontal	 marks	 echo	 the	 warp	 and	 weft	 of	 weaving,	 but	 also	

architectural	features	such	as	portals’.	(ibid.)	

		

The	 positive	 reception	 of	 Ptolemy	Mann’s	 paintings	 is	 abundantly	 clear,	 with	 her	 US	 gallery	

having	staged	three	hugely	successful	solo	shows	in	just	two	years	(2022-2023).		

		

It	 is	a	privilege	for	us	to	have	the	opportunity	to	present	this	exhibition	at	the	club.		All	works	

are	for	sale,	along	with	a	selection	of	smaller	paintings	that	are	available	to	view	on	request.				

	

Visiting	&	Sales	

Tuesday	-	Friday	|	10	am	–	5	pm	|	26	March	to	17	May	2024		

The	Union	Club,	50	Greek	Street,	London	W1D	4EQ	

For	sales	and	information:	Roz	Arratoon	/	roz@unionclub.co.uk	|+44(0)	7941	027	921	

		

Biography	

Ptolemy	Mann	was	born	in	New	York	City,	USA,	and	brought	up	in	the	UK.		She	has	a	Master	of	

Arts	 in	 Constructed	 Textiles	 from	 the	 Royal	 College	 of	 Art,	 London,	 and	 a	 Bachelor	 of	 Arts	

(Hons)	in	Textile	Design	from	Central	St	Martins	College	of	Art	&	Design,	London.			

	

Ptolemy	Mann	has	created	numerous	site-specific	installations,	exhibited	worldwide,	and	been	

the	recipient	of	three	grants	from	Arts	Council	England.			

		

‘Thread	Painting’,	the	artist’s	first	monograph,	is	published	by	Hurtwood	Books	and	distributed	

by	Thames	&	Hudson.	

		

Forthcoming	 UK	 exhibitions	 are	 at	 Cromwell	 Place,	 London,	 (13	 -	 19	 May	 2024);	 Dovecot	

Studios,	Edinburgh	(July	2024);	Ruthin	Centre	for	Applied	Arts,	Wales	(April	2025)	

		

A	selection	of	commissions	and	collections	include	Tate	Modern,		NHS,	Hilton	Hotel	Group,		The	

Open	 University,	 Cunard,	 KPMG,	Derwent,	British	 Land,	 Stanhope	 PLC,	 Bill	 Amberg,	 Ercol,	

Christopher	Farr,	Sotheby’s,	Swankye	Hayden	Connell	Architects.	


